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“BELIEVE” 
 
Clemson recently won the 2017 College Football National 
Championship. I am not a Clemson fan but I have always been 
impressed with Dabo Swinney, the Head Coach of the Tigers.  
Believe is a word on a sign in the Clemson football meeting 
room. It's a logo on a t-shirt given to Coach Swinney by his wife. 
It's a mindset instilled in the Clemson football program and is a 
huge part of why they played in two consecutive national 
championship games. 
 
When Dabo became the head coach in 2008, he knew Clemson had talent but they lacked belief. So, the man 
who's father left when he was young, was homeless for a time growing up, made the Alabama football team as a 
walk-on, and had come to believe anything was possible, knew his number one priority was to inspire his team 
to believe. 
 
In January 2016, Clemson lost to Alabama in the National Championship game. In the locker room after the 
game Dabo's Positive Leadership and belief was on full display in the toughest moment of his career. Dabo told 
the team that he was so proud of them and that they just didn’t make enough plays to beat a team as good as 
Alabama. He went on to praise his team and all they had accomplished and thanked the seniors for the legacy of 
excellence they would leave. Then he began talking about next year and how excited he was for the future. He 
shared the vision for the returning players and told them that we will be coming back next year. "You can count 
on it. We will be back." For the next few minutes he shared what the future looked like and all that they were 
going to do. 

 
I find that inspirational. Here he and his team had just lost in the national championship and 
Dabo was already inspiring his team with a vision for the future and the belief that it would 
happen.  Dabo's belief is a big reason that Clemson not only made it back to the National 
Championship game, but actually defeated the Alabama Crimson Tide.  The same team they 
had lost to a year earlier.  That’s what happens when you believe anything is possible. 
 
A few questions that we all need to consider: 

1. What do you believe is possible for you and your students? 
2. Are you pessimistic or optimistic? 
3. What beliefs are you sharing with your students? 
4. What could you and your students accomplish if you truly believed it was possible? 
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Events of the Week: 
 
Monday, February 27th 

• PLC Meeting for 8th Grade Social Studies, 8th 
Grade Science, 8th Grade ELA 

• Admin Team Meeting @ 10:00 AM 
 
Tuesday, February 28th 

 
Wednesday, March 1st  

• No Faculty Meeting 
 
Thursday, March 2nd   

 
Friday, March 3rd 

• Break Schedule 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
 

“I believe that God 
has put gifts and 

talents and ability on 
the inside of every 

one of us. When you 
develop that and you 

believe in yourself 
and you believe that 

you're a person of 
influence and a 

person of purpose, I 
believe you can rise 

up out of any 
situation.” 

 
-Joel Osteen 

• Make sure that all team meetings are added to the school calendar. 
 
• Unit plans and assessments should be udated in OneDrive. 

 
• If you have not yet completed your Administratve Code and Inclusion training, please 

make arrangements with Mrs. Perkins to do so. 

• Stay in contact with parents of students who have academic AND/OR behavioral 
concerns.  Parent contacts should be made when students earn 10 marks. 

• Please make sure your PDSAs remain up to date and you are reviewing them with your 
kids.  This includes your data sections. 

 


